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Integration of Research and Writing in the College Term Paper

 In the two-year community college, students come from a variety of academic backgrounds and, consequently, their experiences with writing are dissimilar.  The average college library now expands its resources into the world of the Internet and electronic databases, so that a student's research resources are virtually limitless, but often intimidating.  These two factors come colliding together when the due date for a term paper is set.  This collision has been noted in the Library and Tutorial Center of Floyd College when desperate students seek help days or hours before the due date of their papers.  In a collaborative effort, members of the library and tutorial staffs wrote a proposal to present workshops in a classroom setting that would offer a guided study in researching and developing a term paper.  These workshops were adapted to meet the requirements of each of the assigned papers and to address the specific academic area.  The instructors who requested the workshop were intent on students learning the research and writing process as an equal component to learning the subject matter of the paper.  With this emphasis on student writing and research, the hope was to empower students to write clearly their own thoughts and through research draw their own conclusions.  Strong practices in writing and research would hopefully clarify thought and increase understanding. We also believed that tying research techniques to development of the thesis would help critical thinking skills.

The Tutorial Center occupies a large closed in area of the Library, and throughout the term, students use the Library and Tutorial Center without having to go from one building to another.  Because of this very positive proximity, the staffs of the Library and Tutorial Center have worked together on several projects.  The planning sessions for the workshop provided an arena for compromise as the Library and Tutorial Center brought different goals from the areas of writing and research.  Writing issues revolved around developing the thesis statement, organization of the paper, use of quotation (primary and secondary and paraphrasing), citation of those quotes, and strong introductions and conclusions.  Research issues were the ability to use critical thinking in the research process, searching strategies, the importance of accurate documentation, discrimination of credible resources, copyright and plagiarism issues, and writing in correct APA or MLA style.  The Library had been giving one hour research presentations on using electronic databases (specifically GAILEO (Georgia Library Learning Online) and GIL (Georgia Interconnected Library)) to classes as requested.  The Tutorial Center and Library integrated their perspectives on term paper writing with the hopes that students would understand term paper writing as a unified process of research and writing.

The goals in the workshop were to provide students with information on how to develop a thesis statement through brainstorming a topic, develop a thesis statement through research, locate and discriminate credible academic sources, develop a paper through substantiating a thesis statement, use and cite sources, and format and proofread the paper.  We wanted students to perceive research and writing a term paper as an organic process.  The following is the proposal for the workshop, the basic format of 

the workshop, the assessment and revision of the workshop.

THE ORIGINAL PROPOSAL

The following proposal was sent to the faculty before each semester began.   The first semester we did six workshops with three sessions each.  The second semester we did thirteen workshops with two sessions each.

TERM PAPER WORKSHOP

· Offered by Steve Head, Librarian and Jeanie Cassity, Tutorial Center Coordinator

· Three hour workshop for students on researching and writing term papers

· Open to any class with a term paper due before Thanksgiving break (no time frame in second semester)
· Workshop must be required by instructor

· Workshop is in three one hour sessions (second semester changed to two sessions)
· Sessions held during the class period or another arranged time

· Purpose of the workshop is to offer more in depth research techniques and a step by step process in researching and writing a major paper

· Goal is development of research and writing tools and critical thinking ability and a well organized and thoughtful research paper

· Contact Steve Head or Jeanie Cassity by 9/1/01 if you would like for your class to participate (different time frame in second semester)

The Term Paper Workshop is three one hour sessions of guided study in researching and developing a term paper.  It is for any academic area, and its chief aim is to help a student research and writing as part of an holistic process.  Its design is for the course that has a focus on student writing and a requirement of a research paper.

The First Session--During the first session, students will be guided in choosing a topic and from that topic develop a thesis statement.  Students will use the research process to narrow or broaden their topics as they develop a thesis statement.  From this first session, students will leave with a well-developed thesis statement and a clear idea of where to do further research.  There will be individualized assistance as time permits.

The Second Session--In this session, students will be guided in researching and evaluating sources for their paper.  Students will also be given different ways to organize the materials that they find useful.  Ways to develop a paper will be discussed.  From this session, students will leave with five carefully evaluated resource materials for their paper.

The Third Session--During this session, students will learn different ways to edit and proofread their work.  They will also have time to work on their bibliographies and/or works cited page.  From this session, students will leave with edited rough drafts of their papers and works cited page.

The Term Paper Workshop is designed so that students will be provided with a greater understanding of the value of research, learn the steps in research, and see research as a critical thinking tool that should be applied throughout their lives.  Additionally this workshop will help students produce well-organized and thoughtful papers.

BASIC FORMAT OF THE WORKSHOP

The presentation of workshops, even though customized to each class, had a similar format and had different emphasis depending on instructor and student participation.  In the first workshop, I presented ways to develop the thesis statement through already known information, through brainstorming, text information, etc.  I also talked about what a thesis should and should not do.  Steve presented ways to research a topic and from this research develop a thesis statement.  We each gave an example of the different methods of development and when time permitted asked students for examples.  This first session often addressed directly the instructor's handout on the term paper requirements and helped students estimate the amount of time that it would take to research and write a term paper.  Usually time was weighted in examining research techniques that were demonstrated through a projected computer search; however, students often responded to the need to work out a thesis statement, and sometimes this became the focus.  The instructor was also instrumental in leading the discussion into his/her own particular area of emphasis.  Examples of individual classroom focus occurred not only with different disciplines, but also within the same disciplines. One psychology instructor preferred only juried articles; another psychology instructor asked that the term paper be a reflection on the students' own experiences backed up by research; a history instructor wanted a primary source; an English 1102 instructor wanted themes of Hamlet explored while another wanted students to only look at the work of Eudora Welty; a business instructor was using the term paper as a group project and methods of writing and researching were discussed that would produce continuity.  Each course required that the thesis statement and research information be adapted to the needs of the assignment.

The second workshop often began with a questioning of how many students had worked on thesis statements.  Once again this varied, as many of the 1102 English classes, where term paper writing is taught, had benchmarks for their students to meet, and their thesis statements had already been examined.  The emphasis of the second session was the evaluation of resources and ways to identify quotable material and then how to quote it as a direct quote, long quote, paraphrase, and when each of these forms was most effective.  Additionally use of primary and secondary sources was discussed.  This particular session was used in about half of the second semester's classes as a guided research.  This was done at first with reluctance as it seemed to be only a refiguring of bringing a class to the library.  But the research room was a stand alone facility, and the ratio of students to presenters and instructor provided most students with the opportunity to discuss their research in terms of their thesis statement and in many cases proved to be an excellent jump start to the paper.  In the second semester this session was also used to discuss the works cited page.  The parenthetical citation in the body of the paper was traced to the works cited page and, time permitting, some online sources were given as examples as how to do the citation.

The third session was only used in the first semester because of the number of instructors requesting the workshop.  Only approximately one half of the time was proofreading addressed in the second semester due to time constraints.

ASSESSMENT

In the approximately 20 workshops that we have given, none have ever been the same.  When the class becomes interactive, the emphasis almost always changed.  Additionally each academic area had its unique emphasis on term paper development, as did instructors.  However, in each workshop the thesis statement and credible research were emphasized and demonstrated as this was considered by Steve and me to be crucial in making a strong paper.  Also citation was always covered, as was the use of quotes.

We asked in the first semester for instructors to complete a questionnaire.  There was an overwhelming positive response to the workshop.  We did not survey the students and instead measured their coming to the Library and Tutorial Center.  There was, over the two semesters, approximately 10-15% greater attendance by students seeking help with term papers (tutorial sign in), and approximately the same percentage increase in Library use (student survey).  Eventually we hope to measure the success of this workshop by the actual term papers themselves.

In self-assessment we have asked these questions:

· Is there a redundancy in teaching term paper when it has already been taught in English 1102?

· Do library visits by classes accomplish the same thing?

· Does it really help students avoid the pitfall of procrastination?

· Does it help students find credible sources and then cite them?

· Does it really help create better term papers?

REVISIONS

· The chief revision has been in going from three sessions to two.  This was done so that more workshops could be given.

· Using part of the session for hands on research proved also to be of value.

· The original goals for each session were reduced, as they were too ambitious.  Our revised goals were that students would leave with a thesis statement, 2-3 sources and potential ways to develop their papers.

· In the future, we hope also to have more contact with the instructor prior to the workshop so that mutual goals will be reached, and students will be prepared for sessions. 

We hope in this first year that we have offered students an opportunity to address staff from the Library and Tutorial Center with concerns about their term papers.  Each instructor we worked with offered outside help to his/her students, as did we.  At the very least our students were presented with where to find help for research and writing, the power of a strong thesis statement, how and where to find academic and credible resources and how to use that in writing.  Eventually we hope to have a student forum where outstanding term papers can be presented.  We feel that term papers are a way for students to be able to clarify and expand the knowledge that has been presented to them, and we hope that we can aid in the process of researching and writing.
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